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bricks and wood on Prospect Heights, it certainly would
not have resisted the fury of this storm. As to the
Chimneys, it must have been absolutely uninhabitable, for
the sea, passing over the islet, would beat furiously against
it. But here, in Granite House, in the middle of a solid
mass, over which neither the sea nor air had any influence,
there was nothing to fear.
During these days of seclusion the settlers did not
remain inactive.
There was no want of wood, cut up into planks, in the
store-room, and little by little they completed their furnish*
ing; constructing the most solid of tables and chairs, fot
material was not spared. Neb and Pencroft wefe* very
proud of this rather heavy furniture, which they would not
have changed on any account
Then the carpenters became basket-makers, and they
did not succeed badly in this new manufacture. At the
point of the lake which projected to the north, they had
discovered an osier-bed in which grew a large number of
purple osiers. Before the rainy season, Pencroft and
Herbert had cut down these useful shrubs, and their
branches, well prepared, could now be effectively employed
The first attempts were somewhat crude, but in conse-
quence of the cleverness and intelligence of the workmen,
by consulting, and recalling the models which they had
seen, and by emulating each other, the possessions of the